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second Lord Selborne, till then first lord of the admiralty in the
Balfour cabinet.1 Selborne was a man of practical and con-
ciliatory disposition, whom it was not necessary for the liberal
government to dislodge in order to reverse the current of South
African policy.
The first problem was Chinese labour. The cabinet decided
that it was not feasible to annul existing contracts; but orders
were sent on the morrow of the general election to stop recruiting
any more Chinese. In this way the evil system came gradually
to an end, though it was not till the beginning of 1910 that the
last Chinese labourers left the Rand compounds. The next
problem was the government of the Transvaal. Lyttelton, while
he was colonial secretary, had promulgated a constitution which
was a timid first step towards autonomy. Campbell-Bannerman
suspended it. He persuaded his cabinet in principle, that com-
plete colonial self-government should be granted;2 sent out a
small commission to inquire into details; announced his decision
in the house of commons in July; and in December had the letters-
patent issued. The policy attained historic success. Two months
later, following a general election under the new constitution,
General Botha became prime minister of the Transvaal with
General Smuts as his principal colleague; and they led their
people in a determination to do as Campbell-Bannerman had
done by them, and use their liberty in the same spirit of recon-
ciliation in which it had been granted.3 Six months later a
similar grant was made to the Orange River Colony.
The full harvest of this achievement was not reaped-till after
Campbell-Bannerman was dead. It was in October 1908 that a
convention comprising delegates from each of the four South
African parliaments met at Durban to devise a constitution for
South Africa. The bill which emerged from their deliberations
was (after amendments) ratified in all four colonies by the middle
of 1909, and enacted by the British parliament in the autumn of
that year. Then even the conservatives applauded. Many men
1 Where for the short remainder of its term of office he had been succeeded by
Earl Gawdor.
* Mr. Lloyd George, who took part as a member of the ministry, told the present
writer many years afterwards, that this was entirely the veteran prime minister's own
doing. He made a speech in cabinet so unanswerable as to secure at once the unani-
mous assent of his hearers, many of whom had till then held a different opinion.
3 See above, p. 346. Botha himself said in 1909: *Three words made peace and
union in South Africa: "methods of barbarism".' (J. A. Spender, Life of Campbell-
Bannerman, i, 351).